A rib was taken, of which the Lord did make, The woe of man so termd by Adam then, Woman for that, by her came sinne to us, And for her sin was Adam doomd to die, As Sara to her husband, so should we, Obey them, love them, kepe, and norish them, If they by any means doo want our helpes, Laying our handes under theire feete to tread, If that by that we, might procure their ease . . . The marriage contract is situated within the two traditional accounts, written some 4-500 years apart, of the Creation of the world and of man from the early chapters of the Book of Genesis. In the first, later version (Gen.1.2-26, c. 500 BC) the Elohim make man and woman indiscriminately, in 'our' (plural) image, male and female, without instituting any hierarchy of gender. In the second, earlier version (Gen. 2.21-2, c. 900 BC) Eve is fashioned by Yahweh from Adam's side. Other sources or analogues that lie close to this speech include the marriage service from the Book of Common Prayer, 3 where we find the same sequence of ideas: the world created and ordered from 'naught', the creation of man and woman, the example of Sara who called her husband Abraham Lord. All this was routinely restated in the Elizabethan 'An Homilie of the State of Matrimonie', which further recommended the kind of subjection affirmed in Kate's closing speech:
For this surely doth norishe concorde very much, when the wyfe is redye at hande at her husbandes commaundement, when she wyll apply her selfe to his will, when shee endeuoureth her selfe to seeke his contention, and to do him pleasure . . .
